

[image: ][image: LVP_UNI_LOGO_CMYK]University of Liverpool - Shanghai Jiao Tong University Research Seed Fund Call Guidance 

[bookmark: _Hlk179873732]Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU) and the University of Liverpool (UoL) are committed to developing global research collaborations leading to long-term impact. 

The purpose of the Research Seed Fund is to promote academic collaboration and co-operation. Up to 10 projects will be supported annually.  The deadline for applications is 15th June 2026. This document provides details of eligible research areas and how to apply. 

1. Objectives and outcomes 
The Research Seed Fund aims to support new initiatives by providing joint bridge funding between ideas and the first grant and/or impact. It is designed to enable individuals/groups to identify complementary strengths and co-produce ideas for new joint activities that cannot be achieved by either side alone.

Activities which can be supported through the Research Seed Fund include:
· Research workshops.
· Short-term visits for established faculty members and early-career researchers.  
· Targeted experiments/activities to generate relevant data aligned to one or more of the outcomes below. 

Applications should aim to deliver one or more of the following outcomes: 
· Joint proposals for funding from national funding agencies. 
· Joint proposals for funding & engagement with business/ industry/cultural organisations.
· Joint submissions to high impact academic journals.
· Joint research and/or activities leading to new intellectual property or development of prototypes for commercialisation.
· Joint proposals to support talent development and mobility (e.g. mobility of PhD students and postdoctoral researchers).
· Access to new research networks. 
· Joint proposals to city/ regional government/ other entities for civic impact. 

2. Funding and Research Priority Areas 
The available annual budget is GBP £50,000.00 for University of Liverpool and 500,000 CNY for Shanghai Jiao Tong University. We expect to fund 5 to 10 joint projects. 

Funds from each institution allocated to successful proposals will stay with the funding institution for use by the institution’s own faculty members, i.e. there is no transfer of funds between institutions.

The fund will support the development of collaborations in areas of complementary strength. Applications can be submitted in any area; however, applications in the following priority research areas are encouraged: 
· Clean Energy including, low‑carbon technologies, carbon‑neutral innovation, policy‑relevant studies, energy efficiency and zero‑emission buildings, energy system modeling and optimization.
· Innovation in Marine, Maritime and Ocean Sciences including, climate change, blue economy, shipping and port smart operations, logistics and supply chain management, physical oceanography, marine biogeochemistry, ecology and ecosystem conservation, maritime rights.
· Health and Biomedicine including, pharmacy, pharmacology and TCM, women’s health & pediatrics, mental health, drug safety innovation and vaccine research, public health.
· Creative Industries and Social Sciences including media and design, film and new media, architecture, world literature and translation, IP law, international law. 

3. Application Process and Timeline 
The primary applicants (Principal Investigators) must be current academic staff (faculty members) at University of Liverpool and Shanghai Jiao Tong University and hold permanent positions or a longer fixed term position at their respective universities. Fixed term applicants must hold a contract with a remaining tenure length that will enable one or more of the objectives set out above to be achieved.

Each proposal must include one Co-Principal Investigator from University of Liverpool and one Co-Principal Investigator from Shanghai Jiao Tong University. Applicants must submit a written project proposal within the application template. 

A complete proposal MUST contain:
· A clearly articulated description of the project.
· The motivation for the collaboration and identified synergies.
· The short- and long-term objectives and anticipated outcomes.
· Identification of likely future (external) funding opportunities.
· Confirmation of support (from each of the primary applicants’ Department Chair and/or Faculty/School/Institute Head).
· A timeline / workplan with a budget breakdown, milestones and deliverables.
· Short-version CV.

In addition to the two Co-PIs, applications may include other University of Liverpool and Shanghai Jiao Tong faculty members, post-doctoral trainees or PhD students as team members.

Third party universities/institutions and organisations may join an application, if matched funds are contributed to the project. 

A faculty member can serve as a Co-PI on no more than one application per application cycle. There is no limit to the number of applications a faculty member can participate in as a team member.

Eligible expense budget items for University of Liverpool staff include:
· Travel and accommodation costs, in accordance with the travel guidelines of each university (economy class airfare only).
· Visit and workshop costs e.g. meeting rooms, refreshments/ hospitality.
· Reasonable laboratory consumables related to the project.
· Access to data or facilities.

Eligible expense budget items for Shanghai Jiao Tong University staff include:
· At least 90% of the grant: International travel expenses for researchers and/or students associated with the project
· No more than 10% of the grant: labor cost

All eligible expenses MUST occur within the dates set for the funding of the project. 
The budget and milestones will be carefully evaluated, and a lesser amount may be awarded to a successful project than that which was applied for.

Funding is limited to one financial year from the date of the award. 

If successful, applicants must comply with the policies and legal requirements required by both universities in carrying out their projects. 

Extensions are not automatic and will be subject to the approval of both institutions.

Applications must be completed online at the following link:
 
Application Form 2026

Proposals must be submitted “complete”. As a rule, no ‘to follow’ will be considered when evaluating an application.

Any enquiries to: 
University of Liverpool - Dr Xiaofeng Wu (xfwu@liverpool.ac.uk), International Partnerships Manager, Global Engagement and Partnerships.

Shanghai Jiao Tong University – Mr. Kaifeng Huang (icae@sjtu.edu.cn), Division of Global Cooperation and Exchange, SJTU

Timeline (2026/2027)
· 5th May 2026: Call open
· 15th June 2026: Deadline for applications
· 1 July 2026: Applicants notified of the outcome of their applications

4. Selection 
Funds will be awarded on a competitive basis. Funding decisions will be made by a review panel made up of equal representatives from University of Liverpool and Shanghai Jiao Tong University with each partner selecting appropriate representatives. This will be co-chaired by Prof Weidong LIU at SJTU and Prof Tariq Ali, at UoL.

Applicants will be informed of the outcome by 1 July, with funding available from the start date of the award. 

Decisions are final and may not be appealed.

5. Reporting
The Co-PIs will be required to provide a final report to the panel secretaries at University of Liverpool and Shanghai Jiao Tong University within two months of the project end date. The major criteria for judging the success of the partnership will be the project outcomes (relative to the project plan), future direction of the research including attraction of major external funding as well as access to new networks or resources.
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