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Introduction

The Khalifa University Winter Youth Camp 2026, hosted by Khalifa University of Science and Technology in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE, will take place from 19 to 30 January 2026. Building on the success of the previous editions, which 
brought together exceptional students from partner universities, this year’s program provides a dynamic platform 
for young scholars to explore the UAE’s advancing landscape of science, innovation, and sustainability.
Through two immersive weeks of academic engagement, industrial exposure, and cultural discovery, participants 
will experience how the UAE’s vision for progress harmonizes heritage and technology, preparing them to become 
globally minded innovators and future leaders.

Expected Outcomes

By the conclusion of the Winter Youth Camp 2026, participants will:

1. Gain first-hand exposure to cutting-edge scientific and technological research.

2. Develop a deeper understanding of global sustainability and innovation ecosystems.

3. Build academic and professional networks that transcend borders.

4. Experience the UAE’s unique blend of cultural heritage and innovation.

5. Enhance leadership and problem-solving capabilities through experiential learning.

Program Components

a. Research and Innovation Experience
Students will take part in hands-on learning across emerging disciplines such as artificial intelligence, robotics, 
sustainable energy, aerospace, biotechnology, and advanced materials. Guided by Khalifa University faculty and 
researchers, participants will explore the University’s state-of-the-art laboratories and research centers, 
gaining first-hand insight into breakthrough technologies shaping the world.

b. Industry Visits – ADNOC and Chinese Enterprises in the UAE
Participants will visit two major industrial hubs that represent the UAE’s growing innovation ecosystem and 
international collaboration. At ADNOC’s Thamama Subsurface Collaboration Center and Panorama Digital 
Command Center, students will observe how AI, big data, and real-time analytics drive efficiency and sustaina-
bility across the energy value chain. They will also visit Chinese enterprises operating in the UAE, gaining 
exposure to how global companies contribute to advanced manufacturing, smart industry, and technology 
transfer, reflecting the UAE’s strategic demand for skilled talent and global partnerships.

c. Cultural and Environmental Exploration
Participants will explore the UAE’s rich cultural and environmental identity through visits to the Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque, the Louvre Abu Dhabi, and Al Jubail Mangrove Park. 

d. Guided Projects and Knowledge Exchange
Under supervision of Khalifa University faculty, students will have the opportunity to present their research 
projects to the KU community, engaging in academic dialogue and knowledge sharing with peers, encouraging 
cross-disciplinary thinking, creativity, and global collaboration.

e. International Exchange and Scholarship Session
Students will meet with representatives from Khalifa University’s International Student Services, Graduate 
Studies, and Admissions Offices to learn about exchange programs, research internships, and postgraduate 
scholarship opportunities. The session will help participants envision pathways for continued collaboration or 
future study at Khalifa University and its global partners.

f. Cultural and Innovation Day
A dedicated day for cultural celebration and institutional exchange will give students the chance to represent 
their home universities, share their traditions, and explore new opportunities for academic cooperation. This day 
embodies the camp’s spirit of unity through diversity, creativity, and shared learning.

g. Leadership and Professional Development
Through interactive workshops and mentorship sessions led by academic experts and industry professionals, 
students will strengthen skills in leadership, critical thinking, and communication, gaining confidence to take 
initiative in future academic and professional pursuits.
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Program Agenda

Week 1

Day 1 – Monday, January 19, 2026
Orientation and University Welcome
College and Graduate Program Overviews
Faculty Guided Projects – Briefing & brainstorming

Day 2 – Tuesday, January 20, 2026
Research Presentation and Lab Visit: Advanced 
Materials & Water and Environment

Day 3 – Wednesday, January 21, 2026
Visit to Masdar City and Innovation Hub 
Visit to Chinese Enterprises in the UAE

Day 4 – Thursday, January 22, 2026
Research Presentation and Lab Visit: Health & 
Biotechnology, Robotics & AI

Day 5 – Friday, January 23, 2026
Career Development Workshops

Day 6 – Saturday, January 24, 2026
Cultural Visit: Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque
Environmental Visit: Al Jubail Mangrove Park

Day 7 – Sunday, January 25, 2026
Cultural Visit: Louvre Abu Dhabi

* Students will be expected to work on the group projects every afternoon over working days.

Week 2

Day 8 – Monday, January 26, 2026
Research Presentation and Lab Visit: Advanced 
Manufacturing & Information and Communication

Day 9 – Tuesday, January 27, 2026
Research Presentation and Lab Visit: Aerospace & Power 
and Energy
Student Research Presentations and Knowledge Exchange

Day 10 – Wednesday, January 28, 2026
Research Presentation and Lab Visit: Sustainability
(CO2 & Hydrogen)
Student Research Showcase

Day 11 – Thursday, January 29, 2026
International Exchange & Scholarship Session
Cultural and Innovation Day – University Showcase

Day 12 – Friday, January 30, 2026
Industry Visits: ADNOC Thamama and Panorama Centers
Closing Ceremony and Program Wrap-up

Day 13 – Saturday, January 31, 2026
Departure of Participants


